been back-stabbed, Minto promised separate electo-
rates 'to the Muslims, in the proposed reforms. A reli-
gious minority, at the behest of the British authori-
ties, was accorded a political existence as a make-
weight against the growing nationalism in the coun-
try, while the Councils, established under the Minto-
Morley Reforms, of course emained "gilded shams"
with "magnified non-entities whose constituency was
the Government House."*

The Muslim community was considered the
"favourite wife," to use, the words of a Lt.-Governor
of Asam. Mr. Ramsay MacDonald, before he became
Premier, confessed: "The Mohammedan leaders are
inspired by certain Anglo-Indian officials and these
officials have pulled wires at Simla and in London
and of malice aforethought sowed discord between
the Hindu and Mohammedan communities by showing
the Muslims special favours."! Lord Oliver, the
Secretary of State, attested that 'the predominant bias
in British officialdom in India in favour of the Mus-
lims was largely a makeweight against Hindu Nation*
alism.'

Thus, by 1906, the educated Hindus, Muslims and
Parsis in the Congress had formed a national focus.
The Partition movement had shown their effective
solidarity. Their potentiality as the nucleus of an
India as 'an indivisible and impenetrable monad' was
great. Had they been allowed to gather strength, the
nationalists would have co-operated with Britain to
evolve by slow stages a dominion government. But
the Britishers played power politics. By giving sepa-

*   Sir C. Y. CMnfamani.
f   Awakening of India, 176.
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